252                         ALCUIN   OP   YORK.

We have only one of Alcuin's letters to King
Pepin, who died young, leaving a son Bernard
who became king on his father's death.

f'To the most noble and beloved son Pippin
Albums sends greeting in the love of Christ.

" We give thanks to thy benevolence and to the
piety of the lord King who has piously consented
to our petition concerning the redemption of cap-
tives. I know that in such works of piety you
earn blessing and a long and prosperous reign.

(c And do thou, most excellent youth, study to
adorn nobility of birth by nobility of conduct.
Strive with all thy power to fulfil the will and
the honour of the omnipotent God, that His inef-
fable piety may exalt the throne of thy kingdom
and extend its bounds, and subject the nations to
thy power. Be liberal to the wretched, good to
foreigners, devout in the service of Christ, treat-
ing honourably His servants and His churches
that their sedulous prayer may aid thee. Be clean
in conversation, chaste in body. Rejoice with the
wife of thy youth and let not other women have
any part in thee, that the blessing granted unto
thee may lead to a long posterity of descendants.

" Be strong against adversaries, faithful to
friends, humble to Christians, terrible to pagans,
affable to the wretched, provident in council. Use
the advice of the old men, the service of the
young. Let equity be the judgement in thy
kingdom. Let the praise of God everywhere
resound at the fitting hours, and especially in the
presence of thy piety. - This kind of devotion to
the offices of the church will render thee loveable to
God and honoured among men. Let thoughts of